| RRATI ONAL RATI ONAL

(SCENE: The stage is bare and bl ack.
YANI has his back to the wall,
anchoring hinself firmy in place
with his feet. He trenbles and

whi npers.)

(NORMAN enters from stage-right and
wal ks across in a straight |Ine,

sw nging his arns |ike parallel
pendul uns at his side.)

NORVAN ' '

_ (1 ooks to the audi ence, w thout stopping)

A sidewal k. ) o
(turning and pointing both arnms at the nan%
A man. Standing with his body pressed flat against the wall.
He trenbl es slightly. And whinpers, he whinpers. And his
nane is Chuck. No, Geg. No, YANI! H's nane is Yani. And
Yani trenbl es and whi npers.
- (looks to stage-left% _

Then this girl walks in fromoff stage. Her name is Kahl ua.
Kahl ua's wal ki ng al ong, she's smling, she's happy, and then

all of a sudden she sees Yani. And she stops. Cause Yani's
| i ke pressed up against the wall, trenbling and whi npering.
Kahl ua | ooks at Yani. Cocks her head a bit. Steps closer.
Steps back. Cears her throat.
KAHLUA
Are you okay?
NORMAN
Yani whi npers | oud.
KAHLUA
Can | help you?
_ _ _ NORMAN
Yani whi npers tw ce.
KAHLUA
VWhat's wrong?
Yani whi 1y | hKF&ﬁN ifot VWHAT THE
ani impers a rea on i mper as i 0 sa
FI NK DO $p(1(JbTH{ ;\IK IS %;\IQ(]\IG,g CUI\I'IITg Y
ea
But he doesn't say that. He trenbles nore. Kahlua wal ks up
to himreal slow and holds out a hand. It gets closer and

closer to him Slow. And then her fingers graze his
shoul der.

(Yani | eaps away from her and yel ps.)
(Nor man | aughs.)
NCRMAN ( Cont i nued) )
Kahl ua scranbl es back, scared out of her breath. She |ike

stares at himlike he's weird. Cause he is. Yani's pretty
weird. And she catches her breath



| can't hel

_ KAHLUA
p you if you don't tell me what's wong...

NCORVAN

Yani whi nes. Kahl ua stares at him He trenbl es and

whi npers.

Al right t

KAHLUA
hen. ..

NORMAN

She wal ks away.

No!

She st ops.

You can't |
to die!

(

She goes back c

YAN

( Nor man suddenIY shifts his
attention nore to Kahlua. Like
he's wat ching as opposed to

di ctating.)

~ NORMAN _
He talks like really fast and pani cky.

YANI
eave ne, don't |leave ne, you can't |eave ne here

, NORVAN
g0|nP up to her)
oser to him

KAHLUA

WIIl you tell nme what's wrong?

YANI

Don't go don't go don't go..

She st eps g

_ NORMAN
getting closer to her) )
orward and reaches for his shoul der again.

KAHLUA

Tell me what's--

Don' t
fall,

You'l | fal

YANI NORVAN
touch ne, '] She steps back like a
don't touch ne! st ep.

KAHLUA
?

YAN

Don't let me fall please Groeb just don't let ne fall..

You' re not

| ' m gonna f
fallg..

_ KAHLUA
going to fall...

YANI
all 1"mgonna fall please please don't let ne



NORVAN

She gl ances around for sone odd reason. Steps u

(so close his face al nost touches hers

Whi spers in his ear all secret like. Like it's
) ~ KAHLUA
You' re standing on solid ground, man...
NCORVAN

t i ng back)
He stops t Pp J
over h|s shoulder
(Seconds pass, Norman turns back to

t he audi ence, grins, puts a

sil enci ng flnger to his lips.)

(And Yani screans.)

(fast, NCRMVAN ( Cont i nued)

s

Really really r a Youd

a secret.

Ing. He stops whi npering. He |ooks at her

YANI
|'mgonna fall for the Iove of Groeb I'mgonna fall and |

di e!
_ _ ~ NORVAN
And then |ike w cked quiet:
_ YANI
"' mgonna die |I'mgonna die please please don't
NORMAN
(al nost glddK .
Kahl ua | ooks away, | ooks back. Think she's conf
KAHLUA
What do you want ne to do?
YANI

Help me help ne don't let nme die..

(Nor man wanders over and | eans
agai nst the wall while they talk.)

_ KAHLUA
|"mnot going to let you die..
YANI
Fall 1'mgonna fall please please don't let ne d
~ KAHLUA
What can | do to convince you you're safe?
YANI
No no no not safe no..
KAHLUA

But you- -

let me die...

used?

ie...



YANI
No no NO Never safe! Not safe never safe never safe |I'm
gonna fall...

KAHL UA _ _
... Do Xou have sone sort of... Are you sick? Like
di sabl ed? Like do you have sonething that makes you fall?
YANI NORMAN
Not steady! Shake (1 aughi ng)
shake! She's definitely confused.
KAHLUA
What ?
YANI

Sﬂaielshake! Shake shake! Never safe fromthe shake shake
shake!

KAHLUA

Shake sh... Are you afraid of earthquakes?
YANI

Shake shake... Shake shake..
KAHL UA

Maybe you shouldn't live in Cali, man..
(Nor man | aughs.)

YAN
Never safe never safe... Never fromthe shake shake shake..
_ KAHLUA
But | don't think there's... | nean there hasn't been an

eart hquake today, has there?

(Yani stops. Slowy he turns his
head toward Norrman.  Norman | ooks
at him)

NORMAN
confidently) _
ke real low and throaty and shit:
(

Wi ni ng, I§

Yani turns his gaze slowy forward
again.)

YANI
No0O00000000000 NOOO0O00000000 NO NO NO NO NO0O0O0O0O. . .

(Kahlua sits down slowy.)

(st opping forvet SRR

steppi ng forward, ha

And then this 8Bdegmalks up froﬁP¥Ae ot her side of the staPe,
the side Kahlua didn't come from and he Poes up to her _al

| i ke hal f annoyed and hal f concerned. Well, nore |ike 70/ 30.
On the annoyed side. H's name's Bob. Boring nane, Bob. But
n

inda fun to say. Bob. He sees Yani. Gves a glance.



. BB
What's going on, Kay? | was waiting...
(Kahlua junps to her feet and runs
up to him)
_ _ KAHLUA
This guy, he's... having sone trouble..
NORMAN

Yani trenbles. And whinpers.
BOB
He's a freak. Let's take off.
NORMAN
Yani whi npers | oud.

_ KAHLUA
He... seens to think he's gonna fall.

_ _ _ NORVAN
Yani whinpers tw ce.
BOB
What do you nean fall?
_ ~ NORMAN KAHLUA
Yani whinpers a really Fall! You know,
| ong whinper as if to down. ..

say WHAT THE FI NK DO
Y! THI NK SHE MEANS, BOB
Dl CK? To the ground?

KAHLUA
He thinks he's gonna fall down and die..

gBob goes over to Yani, Kahlua
ol l ows hopefully.)

NORMAN
Loud and obnoxi ous - |ike a Bob:

OB
Hey! You're on solid ground, man!

. . NORVAN
Yani nmoans a real high squeaky noan.

BOB
You can get away fromthe wall, man! Cone on, Kay,
just | eave.

KAHLUA
| can't...

BOB

He's creepin ne out!

_ _ KAHL UA
We can't just |eave him here!

i ke

let's



_ _ _ NORMAN _
Bob sighs. Yani whinpers. Bob goes over and grabs him-
KAHLUA
Bob!
_ NORMAN
--and throws himtoward the front of the stage.
(to Yani)
That was a sissy yelp, nan.
YANI
Fall fall 1'mgonna fall!
BOB
You' re not gonna fall, dunbass!
YANI
Don't let me don't let nme don't let ne fall! Don't wanna
fall don't wanna fall don't wanna fall down and die!
BOB
You' re not gonna- -
KAHLUA

Bob!

BOB
Wel|l he's not gonna fall, Kay! Jesus!
o KAHLUA
Go wait in the car!
: BOB
"' mnot |eaving you here with him

o KAHLUA
Go wait in the car, Bob!

NORVAN
Bob | aughs. A frustrated ass of a |augh. The laugh of a %Hy
who gets laid a lot but still doesn't think it's enough. d
he skul ks of f the way he cane, shaking his head |ike an ass.
. (to the audi ence) .
| didn't |Iike himanyway. He has a boring nane.
(beat)

So now Kahl ua goes over to Yani and kneels down next to him
He's bent down kind of like a frog, squatting, with his hands

firmy on the ground. And he's trenbling. d whi nperi ng.
KAHLUA

Hey... It's okay... Wat can | do to hel p?
YANI

Fall fall don't let ne fall..
KAHL UA

| won't. | won't let you fall.



YAN
hﬁvEr saf e never safe never safe fromthe shake shake
shake. ..

_ KAHLUA
Can | do sonething to stop the shake shake shake?

YANI
Can't stop the shake shake shake. .

KAHLUA
Then what can | do?

YANI
Don't let ne fall..

KAHLUA
VWhat can | do?

YANI
Don't let ne fall!

KAHLUA

kay. Okay. |I...
(She sighs. He may not realize it

yet, but the actions are startin
to cone before Nornman cues them

NORVAN
She sighs and runs a hand through her hair.

KAHLUA

How can we nmake sure you don't fall?
YANI

Never fall never fall please please don't let ne fall..
NORMAN

She stands up and | ooks around.
(curious, aPprehenS|ve)
Her eyes wden a little.

KAHLUA
You know what ?

(Nor man wat ches her suspiciously.)

_ KAHLUA ( Cont i nued)
You know what nekes it so | never fall?

_ NORMAN
. (getting nervous)
Yani stops and | ooks up at her real slow

KAHLUA
My shoes. ..

NORMAN _ YAN
(nervous) (curious)
Shoes? Shoes?



KAHLUA
Yeah, ny shoes... They nake it so | can't ever fall.
(Norman goes over and stares at her
shoes. [ip-flops.)
YANI
Shoes? How?
(Norman kneel s at her feet.)
KAHLUA _ _
Well... They have... They have really high insoles..
NORMAN YAN
(shocked) (hopef ul)
| nsol es? | nsol es?
(Norman noves his hands to her bare
ankl es, | ooks at the audience in
horror.)
_ KAHL UA
Yeah, insoles. They... A 300-pound guy can try to push ne
down and | just won't fal

(Norman | aughs and shakes his head.)

_ _ YANI
Don't lie don't lie--
_ KAHLUA _
l"mnot! 1'mnot lying, they showed it on TV...
YANI
Real | y?
_ KAHLUA
Really... You want m ne?
YANI
What ?
KAHLUA

Yeah, here...

NORMAN

YAN
(%unplng to his (grabblng her feet)

t) No! = Don't do it don't do
She's taking off her |t don't fall because of
shoes! ne!
NORMAN KAHLUA
(desperate hope) No | won't! | won't
Al ways t hi nki ng, that fall... | have anot her
Yani . .. pair, |I'Il be okay...

YANI
Not here not here no you don't have them here!



) KAHLUA )
It's okay! They're in my car, it's just over there...
NORMAN
. (scared) .
She points off stage or sonething.
YANI
Over where?
NORVAN
Of toward where Bob went.
KAHLUA
Over there!
' NORVAN
(defiantly _ _ _
Bob's not com ng back, I'mcalling himCharlie now.
YANI
Were Bob went?
(pl eadi ngl v) NORMAN
eadi n
Fine, 1"l gall hi%1éob
KAHLUA

VWhere Bob went. ..

(Norman cones to the front of the
ﬁt?ge)and | ooks to the audi ence for
el p.

_ YANI
How wi || you get there?

NORMAN KAHLUA
Ha! I I B

YANI
_ (snatching the shoes off her feet)
How wi || you get there w thout the shoes?

NORVAN KAHLUA
| love him You can wal k me there..

YANI
wal k you?

KAHLUA
Yeabh. Put on the shoes and wal k ne there.

(Silence. Norman | ooks back to
them)

o NORMAN
) (horrlfledL o )
Yani | ooks down. Like he's actually thinking about it.



) ) KAHLUA
Then neither of us will fall, okay?

NORVAN
Yani ... Yani nods?
YANI
Ckay. . .
KAHLUA
Ckay. . .
gYani sets the fIiP-prps down in
ront of him Pulls his boots off
one at atine. Slides his feet
into the flip-flops. And starts to
ﬂet up. Norman stares on in
orror.)
NORMAN
He stands up.
(excited)
And drops back down!
YANI
No no gonna fall no!
NORVAN KAHLUA
She grabs his arm It's okay, just try..
NORVAN

' (al nost mhiniag‘hinselfh ' .
He whines a | ow st eady ine as she pulls himslowy to his
feet. And then he's up. And she's pulling her hand am&y.

And he reaches his arns out to steadY hinself. And slowy
his lips curl upward in a weird little smle..
(Kahl ua | aughs.)
NCRMVAN ( Cont i nued)
That makes Kahl ua | augh!
KAHLUA
See?
YAN
No fall...
KAHLUA
No fall.
YAN
No fall, not gonna fall..
KAHLUA
You' re never gonna fall again. WIIl you walk me to ny car?
NORIVAN

. (trying to be calm .
He bites his [ip. Nods. She |eans on his shoul der.
( MORE)



NCRMVAN ( Cont i nued)
They wal k of f toward Bob.
(def eat ed) _
They | eave his ol d shoes behind.

(LI GHTS OUT.)



