ERI N

(SCENE: The stage is divided into
three sections. A bedroom or nore
specifically a bed, with pastel
sheets and a | arge feather pillow
An office, or nore specifically a
desk, with a conputer and a phone
and a black swivel chair. And a
downt own bar, dark and quiet, with
little nore than the bar itself and
several stools. And a table with
two chairs.)

(AT RISE: On the bed, ERIN sl eeps.
She's tall, md-20s, |long hair,
confident aura. She's wearing a

ni ght gown, covers drawn over her.
Next to her head is the ring and a
rose with a small card stuck to one
of the thorns.)

(Slowy, she stirs. Notices the
rose. Notices the ring. Picks
themup, rolls onto her back
Stares at them)

(She sighs, sets them down and
clinbs out of bed, wal ks slowy
toward the bar.)

ERI' N
Why does this happen? Wy do they do this? Wy do they
al ways do this to me? | want to love them | try to |ove

them sonetinmes even | really do |love them but...

(LI GHTS UP ON BAR DAVID, a sad
little man with a mnd full of

probl ens, sits at the bar with his
head in his hands. He's dressed in
suit and tie, but his jacket lies
forgotten on the floor.)

(Erin goes over to where the door
m ght be. And | ooks at him)

ERI' N (Conti nued)
He was sitting at the bar when | cane in that night. Wet.
He was wet. He was wet because it was raining and he didn't
have an unbrella. And | cane through the door, and | saw
him and I knew. | sawit in him the spark of passion,
hi dden beneath the sadness they all cover it up wth.

( MORE)



ERI N (Conti nued)

(wal ki ng forward)
| went over and sat down next to him Smled at him
tried to get himtalking.

|'"'mErin...

... Davi d.

And what's

Not hi ng. ..

Li ar.

What ?

You're a li

(LI GHTS DOWN ON BED.)
ERI' N (Conti nued)

ooks up at her. She smles at
DAVI D
(He stares at her. She stares back
w th anticipation.)
DAVI D (Conti nued)
ERI' N
the matter with David this eveni ng?
DAVI D
ERI' N
DAVI D
ERI' N
ar.

DAVI D

ERI N

We've only just net, and already you're lying to ne.

How. . .

| know.

But . ..

DAVI D

ERI N

DAVI D

And



ERI' N
| know. Just tell ne.
DAVI D
There's. ..
ERI' N
Tell ne...
(He | ooks down at the bar.)
(She takes his head in her hand and
lifts it to look into her eyes.)
ERI' N (Conti nued)
Tel | ne.
DAVI D
... lost nmy job today. | work... worked... this norning |
worked... as a paralegal in alaw firmuptow. | worked with
a partner, one of the partners, one of the twod... partners..
of the firm And he likes ne. He liked ne. And | like him
alot.
ERI' N
VWhat happened?
DAVI D
| got this phone call, the phone rang, it was ringing and |
was there, so | just sort of picked it up. | answered. And

the person on the other end was this guy. And the guy wanted
to know if ny boss was in, the partner. He wasn't, so | said
no, and the guy said he was involved with this case, a case

we're working on, a case that's... apparently... pretty hush
hush. | didn't knowit's pretty hush hush. | nean | did,
all cases are, but...
ERI N
VWho was he?
DAVI D
A reporter...
ERI N
You didn't know. ..
DAVI D
He didn't tell nme...
ERI N

So it wasn't your fault...



DAVI D
| shouldn't have talked to him..

ERI' N
He said he was invol ved..

DAVI D
| shouldn't have believed him..

ERI' N
Not everybody's lying...

DAVI D
But he was. ..

ERI' N
But you didn't know. ..

DAVI D
But they fired ne anyway. ..

ERI' N
But it wasn't your fault...

DAVI D
But I'mstill out of a job...

ERI' N

But you don't need a job. You have ne.

(David stares at her. She stares
back. He smles slightly.)

(She gets up and wal ks to the front
of the stage.)

(LI GATS DOMN ON BAR.)

ERI' N (Conti nued)
| wanted to help him To heal him To stoke the fire
snoldering in his gut, to show himthe flames that just
needed air. |If he breathed, if he loved, if he let hinself
live...

(LI GHTS UP ON OFFI CE: She steps
backward, toward the desk.)

ERI N (Conti nued)
But that's howit starts with all of them Sonehow I
convince nyself | can help. | always think |I have what they
need. | let themin, make thempart of ny life, and then..



(She sits in the swivel chair,
swvels it up to her desk.)

ERI' N (Conti nued)
Then they start depending on ne...

(The phone rings. She answers it.)

ERI' N (Conti nued)
Erin Nitesh... H, what's... Cal mdown, what happ-- what

happe-- Stop. Wat happened? ... Right. ... Yes. ... And you
said you worked for..
(chuckl e)

|"'msure he loved you. No he didn't. No he didn"t! Well if
he does then he's a noron and you don't need his job anyway.

But trust nme, he loved you, and he'll call and ask you to
start tonorrow. Yes he wll. He will! But he'll get the
machi ne because you're talking to ne, and then you'll be
wor ryi ng for not hing.

(smling)
Ckay. ... kay, I'll see you-- I'd love that. [|'ll see you

in a bit then. Bye.
(She hangs up and sighs.)

ERI' N (Conti nued)
And | feel like I"mhelping them and it feels good to be
hel pi ng them ..

(She gets up and steps forward.
LI GAHTS DOMN ON OFFI CE.)

ERI' N (Conti nued)
And | feel like | can help them nore, make them happy, cl ose
off the black hole in their soul that's sucking the |life out
of their fire, and the idea of doing that, of acconplishing
sonet hi ng that can change soneone's life..

(LIGHTS UP ON BAR David is sitting
at the table, dressed in jeans and
at-shirt.)

(She wal ks toward himslowy.)

ERI' N (Conti nued)
And it's fun. Wen we're together, it's..

(She sits down, takes David' s hands
across the table. David |aughs.
She smles.)

ERI' N (Conti nued)
Wen we' re together, we're happy...



DAVI D
Yes. Yes we are.

ERI N
| 1ike being happy...

DAVI D

Me too.
(They gaze at each other. Smling.)

(And then David | ooks down at the
table.)

DAVI D (Conti nued)
didn't get it. The job.

ERI' N
| bet you did...

DAVI D
No, I mean | didn't... | went by there today and they said it
was filled...

ERI' N

Oh... Well then they don't know what they're m ssing, right?
You'll get the next one..

DAVI D
WIIl there be a next one?

ERI N
Yes.

DAVI D
How do you know?

ERI N

There's always a next one. There's a mllion jobs out there,
you just have to find the right one.

(He tries to smle. Frowns.)

DAVI D
got an eviction notice today...

ERI N
What ?

DAVI D
| didn't nmake rent. ..



ERI N
Once!
DAVI D
"Il die on the streets..
ERI N
Stop it.
DAVI D
No job, no apartnment, no noney for food... I'll freeze to
death on the side of the road and it won't even matter..
ERI N
It will matter.
DAVI D
To who? Nobody cares about ne.
ERI N
| do.
DAVI D
| don't even care about ne.
ERI N
You'll stay with ne. You'll be fine. 1'll nmake sure of it.

(She touches his cheek. His hair.
He | ooks up at her and smles.)

(She gets up and noves to the front
of the stage.)

ERI' N (Conti nued)
And then it starts to be | ess fun..

(LI GHTS DOMN ON BAR.)
ERI N (Conti nued)

And then it starts to feel like work... And | care about
them and | want to help them | want... so badly... to help
them ..

(LIGHTS UP ON BED: A lunp of sheets
in the shape of a person, covered
up, unnmoving. The rose and ring
and note aren't there.)

(Erin noves toward the bed.)

ERI' N (Conti nued)
To give thempassion... to give themlife..



(She | ooks down at the |unp.)

ERI' N (Conti nued)
To give thema reason to get out of bed..

(She stares down at the | unp.
Touches it. Nudges it. Slowy
shakes her head.)

(And then she | ooks away fromit.
LI GHTS DOAN ON BED. )

ERI' N (Conti nued)
But | can't let that reason be ne. Right? Because they
can't live their lives around ne. They have to |ive because
they want to live, they have to live their lives for
t henmsel ves. And that..

(LI GHTS UP ON OFFI CE: She noves over
to the front of her desk.)

ERI' N (Conti nued)
That's the part | can't get right.

(David wal ks in, happy. G abs her
face. Kisses her.)

DAVI D
Hey baby. ..
ERI N
Hi .
DAVI D
Have you been thinking about ne?
ERI N
Sure...
DAVI D
| ' ve been thinking about you. |'m always thinking about you.
| think about you too nmuch | think.
ERI N
No. . .
DAVI D
No | do. It's scary how nmuch I think of you. How nuch
m ss you. How much | want you. |'m probably crazy.
ERI N

No. .



DAVI D
Yes | am |I'mcrazy. | don't know what you even see in
ne. ..
ERI N
How was the interview?
DAVI D
Let's not talk about it. | wanna be happy.
ERI N
How bad was it?
DAVI D

Let's just...
(He sits on her desk.)

DAVI D (Conti nued)
Let's tal k about us.

(She | ooks at himclosely.)

ERI N
You... went... right?
DAVI D
VWher e?
ERI N
To the intervi ew Davi d. .
DAVI D
Vell what do | wanna work for anyway? | can stay hone and
take care of you...
ERI N
Davi d!
DAVI D
| can't think about work, Erin! Al | can think about is--
ERI N

Stop! David, what are you passionate about. And don't say
me! There's sonething inside you, sonething you care about,
sonet hing that excites you nore than anything can..

(He takes her hands, grins.)

DAVI D
|"mexcited when |I'minside you..

(She pulls away.)



ERI' N
You know what |'m saying, stop being... You need to find
sonet hing. Sonething that nmakes you feel alive.

DAVI D
You make nme feel alive.

ERI' N

Sonet hi ng you have that's all for you

DAVI D
| don't want anything all for nme. Erin, are you..

ERI N
You need to go after whatever burns you. The thing that
pesters you fromin your soul.

(He hops off the desk.)

DAVI D
Are you | eaving nme?
ERI' N
No.
DAVI D
You can't!
ERI' N
' m not .
DAVI D
Erin, please..
ERI' N
|"mnot leaving you! | just... | want to help you..
DAVI D
You are! You are hel ping ne, baby! You love ne, that's al
| need. Al | need inlife is you.

(She | ooks down at her feet. Steps
forward. LIGHTS DOMN ON OFFI CE.)

ERI N
And t hen. ..

(LI GHTS UP ON BED: The lunp is gone,
the rose is back. Along with the
ring and the note. She goes to

t hem)



ERI' N (Conti nued)
And then one norning I wake up. And there's a rose on ny
bed. And aring. And a note. Be ny wife? And the boxes.
Yes or no. Check one. Yes or no.

(She takes the note off the rose.
Looks at it. Shakes her head.)

ERI' N (Conti nued)
And | care about him | care so nuch. | don't want to hurt
him that's the last thing I want, but...

(She drops it back onto the bed.
Wanders of f toward the bar.)

ERI' N (Conti nued)
| just wanted to hel p.

(LI GHTS DOAN ON BED. )

ERI' N (Conti nued)
| just want to help them to give thema life..

(LIGHTS UP ON BAR David sits on the
stool he first sat on. He's
nervous. He's smling. She |ooks
at him)

ERI' N (Conti nued)
He was sitting at the bar when | cane in that night. Wet.
He was wet. He was wet because it was raining and he didn't
have an unbrell a.

(She shakes her head. Tries not to
cry.)

ERI' N (Conti nued)
| can be his towel, | can give himdry clothes, but...

(LI GHTS DOMN ON BAR.)
(She | ooks to the audi ence.)

ERI' N (Conti nued)
|"mnot ready to be his sun

(LI GHTS DOWN. )



